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MEERSCHAUMVALE 
By DANNY MORTISON 

Applicants fora Multiple Occupancy development at Meerschaum Vale chose the M.O. 
In preference to freehold development to preserve the Integrity of the land. 

A meeting of local residents at they are straight forward people; Occupancy development would 
Meerschaum Vale Hall on the solicitors, medical practitioners ndt mean the land would be im- 
evenin 	of January 15 heard the Clerks of Court and public serv- mediately sold. 
applicants, 	led 	by 	Sqlicitor, ants. They are seeking to estab- "In fact tle site would never be 
Quentin Proctor, and Planning lish a community 	that lives in a bommerci& proposition." 
Consultant, Stephen Connolly of harmony with the environment; a Mr Proctor explained to the 
Planners North, speak about the model of sustainable develop-. àeeting the plan was to eect 12 
aims and objectives of the people ment." 	 . energy andcost etficientdwellings 
behindthe application. Mr Proctor 	introduced himself whichwbuld bearchitect designed. 

Unlike many other M.O. apli- as a recent resident of the area. The-majo(concerns of people at 
cations the packedhau was told Hehad lived behind the Gold Coast the meeting were the impact on 
the majority of people involved in for some 20 years. crepk water with which the new 
the planned community were All of the people involved are occupints would water, garden 
professional people whose main riiembers of "All One Voice" an and newly planted forest trees. 
aim was the conservation and brganisation which conducts Alldririkingwaterwouldbedrawn 
regeneration of the 97 hectare seminars and workshops on the from rainwater tanks. 
site using the permaculture tech- environment. Opposition came from cattle 
niquespoundedb' Bill Mollison. "A number of people within this farmers 	who required water for 

Mr Connolly told themeeting the groupdecided they wanted to find 

and workshops into practice. 	
' 

stock on grazing land below the 
M.O. application was within the a place wherewe could put many planned developrhent. 
guidelinesof the N.S.W. Environ- of the ideals from these seminars Stephen Connolly told those 
mental Planning Policy, concerned that any water planned 

"I hope BallinaShire Council will 'We don't wish to become some to be talen from the creek would 
permit this project which would elitist orexclusive group. We have be undertheguidance of.the Water 
maintain the interity of the land modelled 	the community facility Resouroes Commission. 
and environment with little or no on successful overseas 	co-op- One. interjector scoffed at the 
impact. The only alternative for Arative housing groups such as in idga, saying he had previous 
this land would be a'freehôld 

' 

Denmark which are similar to, dealingswiththecommissionand 
subdivision which wouldprobably Townhouse set ups in Ballina. "got nowhere". 
ensure severe degradation of the . "We are definitely not a religious 'Mi Ccirinolly said any land hold- 
site. 	 . or political group, nor dowehave ers who were inconvenienced 

'Further the applicants for this affiliations with such. We believe bythe inaction of the Commission 
willaskforacovenánttobeputon we represent the widercommunity had the legal right to take the 
thelandtoensüretherewillbeno of people who are concerned WiRCtocourt. 
future sub division therefore pre- about the decline in international Other fears from residents in- 
serving the integrity of the site in energy resources." cluded. that the Multiple Occu- 
perpetuity. Mr Proctor said an O.K. from panty would:iurnthisvillage into 

"Myclientsare not hippydippies, Ballina Shire Council on aMultiple continuedpaqe 3 

APEX SHED 
BalIlna Shire Councillors 

who opposed a new pavilllon 
at Alstonvllle Showground 
may have commItted polItI-
cal suicide, accordIng to a 
spokesman for Alstonvllle 
Apex Club, 

In fact, in its rejection of the 
proposal by Apex and Alstonville 
A9ricultural Society to erect the 
pavilion council has opened a 
"Pandoras Box" of issues, all of 
which go to the heart of the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of the 
administration of the Shire. 

A spokesman forAlstonville Apex 
Club said Council's role in these 
areas is to lay down the relevant 
planning insttumentsor Local En-
vironment'Plan (LEP) and then to 
abide by and enfçfce the lIP 
subject to comr70nity opinion 
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Whether your choice is brick or timber, traditional or contemporary, town or country, 
your new home should be something very special and unique. 	. 
As individual as you, your family, your lifestyle, and you(dreams. 	, 

At Byron HeritageHorneswe can create the perfect home for you.. -. 

IT 

	

	 Custom-designed to be as individual as you are,  
master-built to be everything you expeôt. 
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From page 1 
another 	Nimbin 	or 
Mullumbimby... we don't 
want that". 

Mr Proctorsaidtherewas 
little likelihood of such a 
scenario given the profes-
sional background of most 
of the people involved in 
the community. 

"Ourcommon goal istied 
in with our association with 
the organisation "All One 
Voice Incorporatad" a 
N.S.W. organisation dedi-
cated to educate people 
on the environment, sus-
tainable and ethical busi-
ness practices, health, re-
lationships and general 
skills." One of the mem-
bers of All One Voice is or 
Helen Caldicott who figured 
prominently in the unseat-
ing of Charles Blunt at the 
lat Federal election. 

He said anumberof com-
munity members would be 
commencing a health and 
medical centre in Alston-
ville and possibly an envi-
ronmental education cen-
tre where seminars could 
take place informing peo-
ple on environmentally 
safe household products, 
consumer goods, building 
materials and the like. 

Another concern from 
residents was the number 
of dwellings permissible. 

Mr Connolly said the ap-
plication to Ballina Shire 
was for 12 dwellings, ar-
chitect designed, bUiltfrom 
plantation timbers with 
colourbond roofing. Under 
State legislation this could 
later be increased to up to 
25, but only with Council 
approval. 

Many at the meeting as-
sumed that this would be 
the case despite assur-
ances from Mr Proctor that 

for just 12. 
Eventhese 12dwellings, 

with apprdval, would not 
go up immediately. They 
would be built gradually 
over, perhaps the next 12 
to 24 months, after we got 
building appro.'als from 
Council." 
Jeannie Hicks, a neigh-

bour of the site, said she 
would support the applica-
tion. 

"Multiple Occupancy de-
velopments are usually 
made by people with ro-
mantic ideas with little re-
sotrces to bring these to 
fruition. The people in-
volved in this application 
already have a common 
ideal and have been suc-
cessful in theirprofessional 
lives. Any work on the 
property which could not 
be done by these people 
would, mostcertainly, pave 
the way for others in the 
area to be gainfully em-
ployed. 

anything which did not have 
integrity. The people in this 
project aim to set up a vil-
lage st'le concept which 
would be a model for oth-
ers using natural energy of 
solar, wind and•water. 

"I believe that showing 
that people can live in 
harmony with the land and 
assist regeneration of a 
property can only do good 
for the planet. Today it is a 
reality that resources are 
becoming more and more 
scarce and Iseethe goal of 
this group as fairly noble." 

Mr Proctor confirmed af-
ter the meeting the pro-
posed development was 
based on maintaining and 
improving the integrity of 
the land and would most 
certainly provide an injec-
tion of funds to the area 
with employment opportu-
nities for building and for-
est regeneration projects 
which would be on-going. 

SENSIBLE 
SUN TIME. 
FOR HELP 
& ADVICE 

SEE 
Richmond River 

Pharmacy 
Your family Health 
& Beauty Centre 

55 River St. and Woolworths 
Phone: 86 2877 
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SHED ROW - SUICIDE 
from page 1 
Community opinion in this instance comprised a vocal 
minority of 21 residents versus 2 community groups, 
the Alstonville Agricultural Society and the Alstonville 
Apex Club. 

"A wet weather venue is urgently required at the 
Showground, particularly between the months of 
January and May. 

"The Showground is zoned open space 6(a) underthe 
provisions of the Ballina Local Environment Plan, 1987 
and the proposed erection and uses of the building are 
permissible with Council consent." 
The Chief Town Planner in his report to Council 

reported that the additional facilities would provide 
Alstonville with sign'rf icantly enhanced opportunities for 
a range of exhibition, sporting and cultural activities and 
that, on balance, the disadvantages of the proposal 
were outweighed by the community benefits. 

The spokesman said, however, many objections to 
the pavilion at Alstonville were not based on community 
benefit but self interest, hypothetical property values 
and perceived reduction in the amenity of the area. 

"In this instance the objections were thinly veiled and 
related to the aesthetics of the building, the potential for 
vandalism and traffic. All of the issues were covered by 
the Chief Town Planner in his report to Council. Inte-
gration to the community centre, landscaping and 
building set-back. 

"One can not escape the fact that the erection of an 
agricultural pavilion is a legitimate activity in an Agri-
cultural Showground and this must have been known to 
local residents whenthey purchased property." 

He said the most insidious form of objection came 
from people not directly affected by the proposal. 
"These people miss the point entirely, firstly that this is 
not a government spending program to cater to lobby 
groups. Secondly, if they required some special type of 
community facility they themselves should be involved 
in it's provision rather than expecting the Agricultural 
Society and Apex to provide it for them." 

The spokesman said if the community no longer 
required the provision of facilities such as Pre-Schools, 
Cditimunity Centres, Safety-house signs etc., then the 
Apex Association could afford to take a break and step 
back. "After all there must be more enjoyable ways or 
young family men to spend their week-ends other than 
selling raffletickets, building play-grounds and providing 
free man-power for charity fetes. 

"It is the Alstonville Agricultural Society which is most 
adversely affected bythe Council's refusal of the project. 
Since 1818 the committee has been striving to fund the 
Showground facility. That is 102 years of cake stalls, 
growing potato crops and working bees to maintain and 
improve the showground only to find this happen." 

Fq(m •iu. When you are considering 
BUYING or SELLING 

Contact us for 
'The Right Advice' -' I  

/ ..- 	
I 	 - . 	90 Main Street, Alstonville. 28 1108 

lain Wilson, Cherry Seagrove, Russ Green 	Shopping Centre, Wollongbar. 28 5414 

Phone 86 8108 Fax: 86 8539 	 February 1991 Page 3 



new ones. But, whatever you, do to improve your job 
prospects through JET, you wont have to stop being 
a good parent. 

After all, that will always be your most impor-
tant job. 

To find out how the JET program can help you, 
phone your JET Adviser Stan Lyles, at your local 
Social Security office on (066) 23 133. 

THE JET PROGRAM. JOBS, EDUCATION &.TRAINING FOR SOLE PARENTS. 
• ,Jt312-204-II 'Cl 

Page 4 February 1991 

It's not easy to get ajob when you're bringing up 
a child on your own. 

That's why the Commonwealth Government has 
JET, a job program just for sole parents. 

Apart from helping you get back into the work-
tome, JET can also help you look after your children by 
providing special assistance with child care. 

You may need to bwsh up on old skills or learn 

SKILLS SHARED AT BALLINA No Fast 
The variety and success of courses offered by Balilna SkillShare have been applauded by 

the Member for Page, Mr. Harry Woods. 	- 
Tracking'. 

Mr. Woods said 60 per 
cent of the 200 people en-
rolled went on to find em-
plôyrnent, indicating a high 
standard of expertise in the 
courses offered. 

Ballina SkillShare con-
ducted courses in topics 
ranging from personal care 
attendants and family day 
care to studies in the retail 
industry and of rural skills. 

Mr. Woods said 1990 was 
a year of tremendous suc-
cess forthe SkillShare pro-
gram. 

"The organisation ex-
ceeded all its contracted 
targets and, in this year, 
gets an extra $45,000 
granted from the Federal 
Government for three 
special modules," he said. 

"Totalfunding for this year  

is $155,000." 
Mr. Woods said commu-

nity support and recogni-
tion for the work of 
SkillShare was important 
to the organisatioo's suc-
cess. 

'The establishment of the 
project and the improve-
ment of the premises and 
services being offered to 
the unemployed deserve  

congratulations. Ballina 
SkillShare has my sincere 
good wishes for a suc-
cessful 1991. 

"The abilitytofulfil its aims 
will consolidate linkages 
with other training provid-
ers and services and con-
tinue to provide the unem-
ployed with skills so valu-
able in the process of find-
ing employment."  

on 
Bananas 
Damage done to ba-

nana plantatIons In 
Queensland will not 
lead to any fast-track-
ing of banana Import 
applIcatIons In order 
to meet possible short-
falls In production 
during the next six 
months, the Federal 
Member for 
Richmond, NevIlle 
Newell has warned. 

MrNeweilwas comment-
ing on reportsfrom banana 
growers about the extent 
of damage to crops in 
Queensland caused by 
tropical cyclone Joy. 

Mr Newell said that some 
growers had expressed 
fearthat pessure could be 
applied on Government to 
last-track' applications for 
import licenses in order to 
take advantage of short-
term market needs. 

"I sympathise with those 
whose crops have been 
devastated by the cyclone, 
and the personal losses 
they have sustained. 

However, the procedures 
for treating applications for 
banana imports have not 
changed. 

The Minister, John Kerin, 
has made it abundantly 
clear over and over again 
that those procedures will 
be adhered to. 

That being thecase, there 
will be no fast-tracking of 
applications, if they are 
lodged." 

Mr Newell said he was 
not aware if any new appli-
cations had been made at 
this stage. 
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BOOK NOW 
Phone 86 8108 
3/245 River St., 

Ballina 


